
PDPH/LTCF Conference Call – Friday, 4/8/2022

Agenda

• SARS-CoV-2 Surveillance Update

• Surveillance Update on Circulating non-COVID Respiratory Viruses

• Updated Guidance
• CMS QSO-20-38-NH and Philadelphia Vaccine Mandate: COVID-19 Testing Frequency Review

• PAHAN 633: UPDATE: Report Requirements

• PAHAN 632: UPDATE: Booster Dose Update

• PDPH HAN 4/5/22: Second mRNA Booster Dose for COVID-19

• PAHAN 634: Therapeutics to Prevent and Treat COVID-19

• Review of Recommended PPE Based on Community Transmission Levels

• LTCF COVID-19 Vaccination Data Summary 

• New Project Firstline Resources and HAI Program Services

• Partner Spotlights: 

• Survey for Framework to Support Frail Individuals with Behavioral Health Needs

• DV/Phila APIC - Long Term Care Virtual Meeting, May 2, 2022, 1-2:30 PM

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf
https://hip-production-philly-private-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/PDPH-HAN_Alert_7_HCWVaxUpdate_10.14.2021_1.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ4VHAAV52D4KKULG%2F20220407%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220407T132944Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Security-Token=FwoGZXIvYXdzEDcaDHoVTIxcsL75SwxTniKXBHbFwhnP7RXXI3FzgMjEKzjX%2F8vLeBI2PSAb3S5b0LQHRAuXUr%2BeMfsD4D4pJ5PdIqk5GUHuQ6UASQ4CmOnVr%2BuM%2BzkRVTp%2F1v4DlvIY9Ivqd9vqzS8qJOHsY0rekO5MslQrX1GBscaO0uStr1IjcRMgON4PEhwlHPYEIBzlusPvOp8bAxqfCpA6jTvUrliP%2Bk52xB3zk85V5cFr0zMDw1%2Fb3uhJSAkVtraNK8pfg2gr7UEn4DAjevgLHmD%2FOEnRFz6BsNFX4P2vxYopMR0RTWh4f8SIG7ohwRKaf%2BXKB0KctnPnaSzaOSKdYPm%2Fbgc%2BPEDuv0qVLjLVLpNZ2PsENbve7I7Tea8R3t2lDaNcnFC5nPR429d95LiDEtGq49Z%2FJVJmQ%2FJupov8yYcttQcsr%2FdL4zdpPq%2B2s6b%2Fv03g2f2DCDYbNjgZFVZKSAg0DwAl9lAB1l8kQY5QELtMsA7juTC6cUwAAtL8079JgmS04xg9Tav7SLCv9Z3qesPNTscrOfywax5lNPSGrFsgnStu%2BlewuUBDHYxqvkoOth2j8CtXAnv4VRBhFGko0ZAEtEQiaOBm%2F%2B%2FAyxvUSpLrRVnB%2Bk%2BA%2FEdsjwzhv%2FAmWqve%2FB6NOniJoxIAeKMBkx1%2BPbYEGUbLQeNzNI2cf95Mdif44ZUXFiyzvB%2F8pixfG8pxh7MidrihEIdeOd47IfXeoiO9pu%2Bl%2BbeGskUo38y7kgYyKkpTXDA%2BCJ%2Fi9DdLzen4NzEzzW%2BmarAmNid%2FPElVFOM5vjcrB1IoN4oaIA%3D%3D&X-Amz-Signature=0bacd1386f99e36e62aa0297bb33c3c7da9f3ad03f0bd4eda6886c746449780f
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-633-4-4-Upd%20Report%20Requirements.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-632-4-4-UPD-Booster%20Dose%20Update.pdf
https://hip-production-philly-private-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/PDPH-HAN_Advisory_COVIDVax_04.05.2022.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ4VHAAV5SKAWA5SV%2F20220407%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220407T133303Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Security-Token=FwoGZXIvYXdzEDcaDGR1idYczIefEOUaeyKXBEFrcOFqItGeGdGwGvi%2Bx9c9J31qjc76SuAva35EUbThKdK%2BUPOlhl0um0VzsdT%2Fe%2Bzj6IPu%2FvZ%2BXAymq8NTZlmRy5YRPQsUa99rtWqvk%2B3vv6teFA0Gv2NHVR769QkiRHkLTCm3VOEgtJ%2BDNRbevcMMycBzIdC%2FGoWq%2Bpiqhw8UDxMxKMvEe64S6LNLvXtb%2FYvC2Wxx6%2F0Y3SOnYX9NWLEa%2FVSQg0FO%2FEAfk%2BnSwWXFOgJKx1YIYT3y3ACQgEWzOJW2fQm0pQnflyIhdlPjlAflZtlff8oNNna8z3guifrPDqoLD3W2934h5f2c7QgoGkSUoc5SPDFkggwrnU6N49KCdxgsA%2BYiEuVWpPSkYtrPdSyO0P8q13YfIOaGQ6WRLB35CxTTHHg0cvHwy1hCgEJxgMmTdVqZtwJrG4tgRP9gQ4rD6AqFUOh%2F3kAFfcvFyql2TpztD5j8oPPl%2F1MqpsPgyEvRhx431rTgG0WPvFnj2BfhyNwox2mu3vdkQ4fmhVVzMDGbtyo%2BlN5%2BthPAebgQAHn8ma3ZEiER1NzaHokybk0%2F9kT1p0r95pZTVj9g2R0L4EPoPMvfdCFqqDIuDOxOBMpLEK9eUuo1lOj91xeYT8nw4vSU7mVt%2F3Ro7BDGLshU2%2FUTknJszFdy5XXiANjySXsvy9FihyEgIFAxHgr75t26OZk6GYoWNFEFfJ%2BfV%2BNxQBM%2B3eYoqcO7kgYyKn4VPQhg%2BBXu9UjRkyuntMZxYiJQgGwf2%2BIUIddPBYWCVBRV18hiQcVXxw%3D%3D&X-Amz-Signature=2f0cb3c51b843ee553925eb0ff7fc66906e6b6339cb38931c4dd49b66bcf163d
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-634-04-07-UPD-Sotrovimab%20Update.pdf
https://dbhids.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1S8DLeyI9xb7i5g
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=7CS2qydqgUyVzrdefJatnOrBz964rQVKmB3DV61fqkBUNUNQS0pYSVQ4NlNTRU9aMlZXTFEzUllXRS4u


United States COVID-19 Cases and Deaths

Pennsylvania, last 7 days:

• 4,566 new cases

• 35.7/100K



Variants

Omicron continues to be the main variant 
circulating in the United States
• BA.2 subvariant 72% of cases



Changes to CDC’s COVID Data Tracker Integrated County View:
COVID-19 Community Level vs. Community Transmission

Link from CMS QSO-20-38-NH -> 
Landing page now shows COVID-19 Community Level 
(previously Community Transmission) 



Changes to CDC’s COVID Data Tracker Integrated County View:
COVID-19 Community Level vs. Community Transmission

Link from CMS QSO-20-38-NH -> 
Landing page now shows COVID-19 Community Level metric
(previously Community Transmission) 

NOT THE 
RIGHT 
METRIC 
FOR SNFs



CMS QSO-20-38-NH: Level of Community Transmission



Changes to CDC’s COVID Data Tracker Integrated County View:
COVID-19 Community Level vs. Community Transmission

• CMS Guidance refers to 
community transmission levels
to determine testing frequency

• First, choose state and county

• Use dropdown to find 
Community Transmission



Integrated County View:Integrated County View:

CDC’s COVID Data Tracker Integrated County View:
Community Transmission Back to “Substantial” as of 4/7/22





Non-Influenza Respiratory Viruses
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Week of Report

2018/'19 2019/'20 2020/'21 2021/'22

Laboratory-Based Surveillance for 

Human Metapneumovirus (Counts)
Philadelphia, 2018/2019 through 2021/2022 Seasons

*Based on three hospital laboratories with Human metapneumovirus testing capabilities across 

respiratory virus seasons



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

o
f 

T
o

ta
l 
S

p
e

c
im

e
n

s
 P

o
s

it
iv

e
 f

o
r 

R
h

in
o

v
ir

u
s

Week of Report

2018/'19 2019/'20 2020/'21 2021/'22

Laboratory-Based Surveillance for Rhinovirus (%)
Philadelphia, 2018/2019 through 2021/2022 Seasons

*Based on three hospital laboratories with Rhinovirus testing capabilities across respiratory virus seasons



Influenza
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Week of Report

2018/'19 2019/'20 2020/'21 2021/'22

Laboratory-Based Surveillance for Influenza A 

Philadelphia, 2018/2019 through 2021/2022 Seasons*
*Based on select hospital laboratories participating in surveillance across respiratory virus seasons
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Surveillance Updates: https://hip.phila.gov/data-reports-statistics/
Report a Case:  215-685-6742



Guidance Updates

CMS QSO 20-38: Testing frequencies review

BOH Vaccine Mandate and LTCF testing review

PA HAN 633

PA HAN 632

PDPH Health Advisory COVID-19 Boosters 4.5.2022

PA HAN 634

Review of recommended PPE based on community transmission levels



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



• “If the level of community transmission decreases to a lower level, the facility 
should continue testing staff at the higher frequency level until the level of 
community transmission has remained at the lower activity level for at least 2 
weeks before reducing testing frequency”

• “If the level of community transmission increases to a higher level of activity, 
the facility should begin testing staff at the frequency shown in table (2) as 
soon as the criteria for the higher activity level are met”

• Philadelphia community transmission level 4.7.22= Substantial

• This represents the minimum testing expected. Facilities may consider other 
factors such as level of community transmission in an adjacent (i.e. 
neighboring) county to test at a frequency that is higher than required

CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



A) Routine Testing: 

b. For Healthcare Institutions and Healthcare Workers: Requiring exempt 
Covered Healthcare Personnel (including an exempt self-employed Healthcare 
Worker) to submit to either a PCR or antigen test at least twice per week, 
timed appropriately under the circumstances. 

Philadelphia Board of Health Vaccine Mandate

Substantial community transmission=
Twice weekly testing of staff who are not UTD



PA HAN 633



PA HAN 633



PA HAN 633



PA HAN 632



PA HAN 632



PDPH Health Advisory



PA HAN 634



PA HAN 634



Use of Eye Protection per PAHAN-624 and CDC

• HCP working in facilities located in counties with substantial or 
high COVID-19 transmission should:
• Use eye protection (i.e., goggles or a face shield that covers 

the front and sides of the face) during all resident care 
encounters

• HCP working in a facility with low to moderate transmission:
• Universal eye protection is not required for all resident 

encounters 
• Don eye protection to protect mucous membranes of the 

eyes from splashes and sprays e.g., open suctioning, spitting, 
possibly NG tube insertion

• Don’t forget to use Standard Precautions with all resident 
encounters!

Recommended PPE Based on Community 
Transmission Levels



• N95 or well-fitting facemask

• No cloth masks

• HCP should always wear masks in 
areas of the facility where they may 
encounter residents

• Regardless of level of community 
transmission

• Philadelphia Vaccine Mandate: 
Exempt (unvaccinated) HCP need to 
wear an N95 or double mask

Use of Masks for Source Control for HCP: PAHAN-624



Staff:

• Philadelphia county with low to moderate transmission AND

• HCP are UTD with all recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses AND

• HCP are in areas restricted from resident access e.g., breakroom, meeting room

• HCP should wear a mask if they will encounter residents

Residents:

• Philadelphia county with low to moderate transmission AND

• Residents are UTD with all recommended COVID-19 vaccine doses 

• Residents at increased risk for severe disease should still consider continuing to practice 
social distancing and use of source control

Exceptions to Masking and Social Distancing for 
HCP​ and Residents: PA HAN 624



• NIOSH approved N95 respirator or higher-
level respirator

• Eye protection-goggles or face shield that 
covers the front and side of the face

• Isolation gown

• Gloves

PPE for Residents with COVID-19, Including Suspected



SNF COVID-19 Vaccination Data Summary 



NHSN Resident Booster Doses
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COVID-19 Booster Dose Uptake Among SNF Residents,
Total at Facility, Fully Vaccinated, and Received Booster, (n=45)

Total at Facility Residents Fully Vaccinated Received (% shown in Data Label)

86.6% of all SNF residents 
are fully vaccinated!

74% of fully vaccinated 
residents are boosted!



NHSN Resident Booster Doses

• 64% of facilities had an increase in residents boosted over 
the last month!
• Average improvement: 9 residents
• Range: 1 – 70 residents



NHSN Staff Booster Doses
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COVID-19 Booster Dose Uptake Among SNF Staff,
Staff at Facility, Fully Vaccinated, and Received Booster, (n=45)

Total Staff Total Fully Vaccinated Received (% shown in Data Label)

95.3% of all SNF staff 
are fully vaccinated!

Only 40% of fully 
vaccinated staff are 

boosted



NHSN Staff Booster Doses

• 73% of facilities had an increase in staff boosted over the 
last month!
• Average improvement: 17 staff
• Range: 1 – 63 staff

• Keep up the good work!



New Project Firstline Resources and 
HAI Program Services



New Project Firstline Training Materials!

• Focus on identifying risks in healthcare to 
motivate staff to take action
• Reservoirs (places where germs live)

• Pathways (ways to move germs)

Materials include:
• Toolkits to host a training

• Graphics and posters

• Interactive scenarios

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/healthcare/training.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/healthcare/print.html
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/healthcare/interactive.html


More Examples of Materials



N95 Fit Test Training Update

• Trained 61 people at 14 
facilities

• Program receives very high 
ratings!

• Follow-up survey w/ 7 facilities
• Over 500 staff fit tested

• Very confident in staff abilities 
to conduct fit testing



Reminder: HAI/AR Services

• Infection Control Assessment and 
Response (ICAR) visit

• N95 qualitative fit test training

• Quarterly newsletter

• Onsite education NEW!
• Short form staff education

• Hand hygiene auditing training 

• Sign-Up Form for HAI/AR Services

https://redcap.phila.gov/surveys/?s=L4X8ERTWE7


Survey for Framework to Support Frail Individuals 
with Behavioral Health Needs

https://dbhids.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1S8DLeyI9xb7i5g

https://dbhids.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1S8DLeyI9xb7i5g


Register at:
https://forms.office.com/r/cejvFDe7vN 



Thank you! 

Next call Friday, May 13, 2022


