
PDPH/LTCF Conference Call – Friday, 3/11/2022

Agenda

• SARS-CoV-2 Surveillance Update

• Response to Seasonal GI Illness

• Updated Guidance
• CMS QSO-20-38-NH, updated 3/10/22

• PAHAN 626: UPDATE: Core Infection Prevention and Control Measures for Long-term Care Facilities  

• PAHAN 627: UPDATE: Response to an Outbreak and Residents with Exposure to COVID- 19 for LTCFs  

• PAHAN 628: UPDATE: Update to Recommendations Regarding COVID-19 Vaccination 

• PDPH HAN 2/16/22: Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Guidance 

• LTCF COVID-19 Vaccination Data Summary and PDPH Dashboard - NEW

• ICAR Program and Onsite Staff Infection Control Education - NEW

• Partner Spotlight: LTC RISE Penn/Temple Quality Program

• Quick Resource Updates

• Project Firstline Curriculum Launch Event Wed 3/16

• Celltrion DiaTrust POC Ag kit recall (not affecting LTCFs)

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-626-2-15-UPD-Core%20Prevention.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-627-2-15-UPD-LTCF%20OB%20Response.pdf
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/Documents/HAN/2022-628-2-18-UPD-Immunization%20UPD.pdf
https://hip-production-philly-private-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/PDPH-HAN_Advisory_3_COVIDVax_02.16.2022.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ4VHAAV54B7OOM75%2F20220310%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220310T185843Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Security-Token=FwoGZXIvYXdzEJz%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaDKlGeHlFcIlYBN5D%2FSKXBEUWNDQC9cXdow8us9XRyjWoGwRhu5VPTPGentwVkN4hHogLVWqgaCGfiUpf7%2BKpnJQXAt18U%2BnsE7IWdUOF5SK8WDVGDGG4xOShK2NZ3gka9FE2du6PLkF1uVaDVH4XMbrsZ8oiCJ8G5l3IA9QJynJmPFDproqGFQjsI8nQRVRFLAv2GPpLvkPDNlFIHokuKrnWWRAezmFreYNvJNzW9tkDZIC3x%2Fg87wKav0wRJJ158n5Fi7H692uWF6ti5qigHe8IbpGbvo%2F7049Ab9%2Fy0UUFaUdZWkwTUgvwGpofsnNvupz%2FdbsKcjvtTV%2BlMnRwH2M52EPr1ck1oajhNC6795uhK9eDJGBkyl6y7idiRIeuqqRQhHRp29N3cclDLTNO9fdLZiesK%2Bg9zX9jNjqYwppUEHoh7yJiJlgioLAp5rIy5NXm8GqybUJZ%2BVAF%2F53gvUibTukvpoOdjR7optx6NbyOZFE%2BLP4wqZhjYugaOSEph0kmxKd6Lb5ZDZDUvumbEKFaY4AADrDi5Vzv2EEDC7eKEof3q8H7b81a7lCTk2rdxTd6TPPoMbHEddUOFiQS7hEz6DxzlaDH7UXv%2Fhg3HyO511GcZuRy5bxKC7uGTtHH8qMM2NfzxMtOS0T1O%2Fv9YDPSnsqeZ3tlno5GGHEGCnuIempKNOSCqDLofHJ3LTMjxmUm%2FeZqmMq6smnhE76gpSuiAYPdfcoo45SpkQYyKlbpnq2a7lq45%2FGPo7%2Fs%2FSVHPHssVoP35cg4vTDsqVz2TCUOqrcmHmdExg%3D%3D&X-Amz-Signature=4bed7732c4b9aa44f830832db3c89702b608330ba42b41cd3a0802398706b1e2
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/projectfirstline/index.html
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ktYQh0IOS6eIpOJdv_rSmg?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2104-DM77355&ACSTrackingLabel=Don%E2%80%99t%20Forget%20to%20Register%20for%20Project%20Firstline%E2%80%99s%20Virtual%20Launch%20Event!%20&deliveryName=USCDC_2104-DM77355
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/safety-communications/do-not-use-certain-celltrion-diatrust-covid-19-tests-fda-safety-communication




Level of Community Transmission By County Philadelphia



Variants

Omicron continues to be the main variant 
circulating in the United States





Response to Seasonal GI 
Illness in LTCFs 
LONG TERM CARE FACILITY COLLABORATIVE CALL

MARCH 11, 2022



2021-2022 GI Illness Season
Surveillance data indicate a return of seasonal GI Illness activities
◦ Healthcare facility associated clusters including LTCFs

◦ Increases in ED visits for GI illness particularly among pediatric patients

◦ Identifications of norovirus and rotavirus reported 



GI Illness Cluster/Outbreak Reporting
Definition 

◦ At least 3 patients/residents in a facility who are experiencing symptoms of this virus in a 48-
hour period

Report to PDPH:

◦ Notify your facility’s Outbreak Coordinator or HAI/AR IP contact

◦ Call 215-685-6741 during business hours  

PDPH Support

◦ Line list for tracking cases

◦ Infection control guidance and incorporating COVID-19 precautions

◦ Access to diagnostic testing 



Diagnostic Testing
PDPH can facilitate pickup and lab testing of clinical samples (stool or 
vomitus)
◦ Specimens should be labeled with name, DOB, specimen source and 

collection date

◦ Ideal specimen number per outbreak is ~5

◦ Specimens will be tested using a multiplex GI panel



Norovirus/Unspecified GI Illness 
Clusters/Outbreaks Infection Control Checklist
1. Inform PDPH within 24 hours of outbreak recognition.

2. Staff, residents and visitors should wash hands vigorously with soap and warm water for at least 20 
seconds before and after all contact–do not rely exclusively on alcohol-based hand sanitizers.

3. Contact precautions should be used for any symptomatic residents. Precaution signs should be hung on
doors of those affected by the virus.

4. Restrict ill patients to private rooms when possible. Observe contact isolation precautions.

5. Maintain line list: Monitor for ill staff and patients. Continue for 1 week after last case onset.

6. Collect specimens from at least 5 individuals to confirm outbreak etiology. Stool or vomitus can be
collected within 48-72 hours of symptom onset. Specimens should be clearly labeled and stored in a
refrigerator (4°C). PDPH can assist with laboratory testing.

7. Exclude ill staff and visitors until 72 hours after last symptom. If transmission continues in the facility, 
screen employees who have been exposed and potentially incubating infection, to ensure rapid 
exclusion if symptoms develop.

8. Persons cleaning areas that are heavily contaminated with vomitus or feces should wear gowns, gloves 
and surgical masks.



Norovirus/Unspecified GI Illness Clusters/Outbreaks 
Infection Control Checklist Continued
9. All vomitus and fecal spillages must be promptly and carefully cleaned so that aerosols are minimized. PDPH will provide 

more detailed norovirus cleaning guidelines for additional information.

10. Routine ward, bathroom and toilet cleaning should occur with increased frequency, especially common- use bathrooms. 
A chlorine-based or other appropriate disinfectant should be used for non-porous surfaces.

11. Review food service/disinfection practices. Pay attention to staff hand washing and ice machines.

12. Restrict admissions and transfers until outbreak is over (no new cases for at least 72 hours).

13. Limit staff from moving between affected and unaffected units and assign staff to work on the same wards or units
as consistently as possible until the outbreak has resolved. If feasible, maintain the same staff-to-resident 
assignments. Exclude any nonessential personnel from affected units.

14. Post notice for visitors: Restrict visitors to a single entry point, and monitor compliance with contact isolation
precautions.

15. Cancel group activities and serve meals in rooms until 72 hours after symptoms of last case resolve.

16. Educate staff and post signage around building reminding of precautions against the spread of disease.



Questions???



Guidance Updates

CMS QSO 20-38

PA HAN 626, 627,628

PDPH Health Advisory: COVID-19 Vaccine Guidance



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



CMS QSO-20-38 Revised 



PA HAN 626



PA HAN 626



PA HAN 627



PA HAN 627



PA HAN 627

As of 3/10/22 this is required by CMS



PA HAN 628



PA HAN 628



PDPH Health Advisory



CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Schedule for People with 
Moderate to Severe Immunocompromise 



SNF COVID-19 Vaccination Data Summary 
PDPH  Vaccine Dashboard



NHSN Reporting Changes/Reminders

• Booster Doses
• No longer a question on individuals eligible for an additional dose or booster
• Booster rate = ( # received / # staff fully vaccinated) * 100

• Cumulative counts NOT incident counts



• Publicly available COVID-19 staff and resident vaccination 
dashboard coming next week
• Fully vaccinated
• Partially vaccinated
• Booster rates

• Uses data directly from NHSN

PDPH LTCF Vaccine Dashboard



ICAR Program and 
Onsite Staff Infection Control Education 



CDC’s Infection Control Assessment and Response 
(ICAR) Program for Philadelphia LTCFs

• Onsite Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) consultations conducted by 
PDPH IPC experts

• Nonregulatory and confidential
• Identifies gaps in IPC understanding and practices
• Reviews up to date CMS and CDC guidance
• Provides on-site IPC staff education and resources based on your facility’s 

needs
• Focuses on

• Infectious disease prevention
• Hand hygiene
• PPE use
• Environment of care
• Cleaning and disinfection

• Improves COVID-19 response and regulatory survey readiness



Onsite Education!

Current offerings:

• Short form education for staff
• Hand hygiene
• PPE
• Environmental cleaning

• Hand hygiene compliance monitoring training 
for leadership
• Info gained could be used for a QAPI!

• Will provide GloGerm kits

• Sign-Up Form for HAI/AR Services

https://redcap.phila.gov/surveys/?s=L4X8ERTWE7


Train-the-trainer Fit Testing Program

• N95 qualitative fit testing

• Sign-Up Form for HAI/AR 
Services

• 14 facilities trained, 57 people 
trained in the procedure

https://redcap.phila.gov/surveys/?s=L4X8ERTWE7


Partner Spotlight: 
LTC RISE Penn/Temple Quality Program



Quick Resource Updates



Have you registered? Don’t miss your chance to attend CDC Project Firstline virtual launch 
event especially for healthcare workers!

This event will celebrate healthcare workers and present Project Firstline’s new infection 
control educational materials. It is intended for all healthcare workers in the United States, 

representing all professions and settings in health care.

Register in advance for this webinar!

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh5fe25bdf%2C161b6245%2C161d97bc%26e%3DQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTA0LURNNzczNTUmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1Eb24lRTIlODAlOTl0JTIwRm9yZ2V0JTIwdG8lMjBSZWdpc3RlciUyMGZvciUyMFByb2plY3QlMjBGaXJzdGxpbmUlRTIlODAlOTlzJTIwVmlydHVhbCUyMExhdW5jaCUyMEV2ZW50ISUyMA%26s%3DEZ-oEddVsUCyT80cnfNbtXiao9iGuFPKDPM24sUL_cU&data=04%7C01%7Ctiina.peritz%40phila.gov%7C268f422766354921c77808da013e6134%7C2046864f68ea497daf34a6629a6cd700%7C0%7C0%7C637823664683715284%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=DsabuijkYDvbBTZsUvfa%2FBDIbWR9AzKZ8LMu2OfFNm0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh5fe25bdf%2C161b6245%2C161d97bd%26e%3DQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTA0LURNNzczNTUmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1Eb24lRTIlODAlOTl0JTIwRm9yZ2V0JTIwdG8lMjBSZWdpc3RlciUyMGZvciUyMFByb2plY3QlMjBGaXJzdGxpbmUlRTIlODAlOTlzJTIwVmlydHVhbCUyMExhdW5jaCUyMEV2ZW50ISUyMA%26s%3Ds2WVvBD_PS8vgTZJJVWrvuLl5J1qkRqu-wjCX1Q8RLk&data=04%7C01%7Ctiina.peritz%40phila.gov%7C268f422766354921c77808da013e6134%7C2046864f68ea497daf34a6629a6cd700%7C0%7C0%7C637823664683715284%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VDeCpt2IjvZffbXOcYcO4Cx3Uf3KPO616HXh1%2BlAiC0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.emailupdates.cdc.gov%2Fr%2F%3Fid%3Dh5fe25bdf%2C161b6245%2C161d97bb%26e%3DQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTA0LURNNzczNTUmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1Eb24lRTIlODAlOTl0JTIwRm9yZ2V0JTIwdG8lMjBSZWdpc3RlciUyMGZvciUyMFByb2plY3QlMjBGaXJzdGxpbmUlRTIlODAlOTlzJTIwVmlydHVhbCUyMExhdW5jaCUyMEV2ZW50ISUyMA%26s%3Dj2dPtaj9ovVOFILAOPnmDZX19_63oZKJb1hP2eQJIvQ&data=04%7C01%7Ctiina.peritz%40phila.gov%7C268f422766354921c77808da013e6134%7C2046864f68ea497daf34a6629a6cd700%7C0%7C0%7C637823664683715284%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LvY1M3gTAGhs0eCzTzh%2BBNZShArelRz%2BMcFRmsPbyR4%3D&reserved=0




Thank you! 

Next call Friday, April 8, 2022


