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HIV in PhiladelphiaHIV in Philadelphia
• 43% of population in Philadelphia is African 

American

• 1,123 new HIV cases diagnosed in 2006

• 780 (69%) of positive cases were African 
American

• Incidence rates of 114 per 100,000 people = 5 
times the national average



Descriptive Statistics of Patient Population in Descriptive Statistics of Patient Population in 
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia’’s Public Clinicss Public Clinics

*of individuals testing positive 

Patient Characteristics Greater Philadelphia Health Center 5 STI Clinic
Demographic Information
Number of tested patients 5,867 1,697
Female 47% 44%
Male 53% 56%
African-American 88% 96%
Mean age 34 34
HIV and STI Risk Information
Ever had same sex partner 7% 10%
Ever had an STI 18% 56%
Ever used cocaine 17% 25%
Currently sexually active 84% 89%
Have ever exchanged sex for drugs 
or money

7% 13%

More than 5 sexual partners in last 
year

16% 24%

Never use condoms 36% 42%
Tested positive for HIV at visit 1.1% (n=62) 1.45 (n=25)
Tested HIV-positive and self-
reported zero or low HIV risk at time 
of HIV test* 

50% 67%



Why Churches? Why Churches? 
• Community Reach and Impact

– More likely to practice some religion
– 85% of African Americans are Christian

• Philadelphia’s rich religious history

• Churches poised to address social and 
structural factors

• Geography in Philadelphia: Reach of FBIs in 
medically underserved communities



First StepsFirst Steps
• Community Partners for CBPR

– Pastors
– Mayor’s office of Faith Based Initiatives

• Focus Groups with Pastors: June 2010
– Pastors understand HIV 101
– Less knowledgeable about local epidemic
– Most don’t have AIDS ministries
– Are willing to address HIV/AIDS

• Call to Action



Mobilizing the Faith CommunityMobilizing the Faith Community
• Interfaith Health Action Alliance 

– Pastors
– Mayors Office
– Brown University

• Goals
– Full month of HIV/AIDS prevention and awareness activities
– Raise awareness in churches
– Raise community awareness in high-prevalence zip codes
– Expand testing in medically underserved communities
– Heighten engagement of churches and mosques



Mobilizing the Faith CommunityMobilizing the Faith Community
• Church Activities

– Fight stigma with preaching
– Educational activities, church bulletins
– Encourage and offer HIV testing

• Media Engagement
– Clear Channel and billboards
– Radio Stations: Interviews and PSAs
– Print media outreach: Inquirer, Tribune, Philly Gay News
– Kaiser Family Foundation Greater than AIDS Campaign

• Cultivate Leadership
– Educational seminars for church leaders and clergy
– Speaking opportunities and media interviews



Church and Mosque BulletinsChurch and Mosque Bulletins



Engaging African American Religious Leaders



HIV Testing Billboard VenuesHIV Testing Billboard Venues

Woodland Ave and 57th (W Philly) 

Washington and Cleveland (S Philly)

West Girard and Bellmont (near Mt Airy)

Wayne and Windram (N Philly)

Germantown and Horter (Germantown)



GTA HIV Testing BillboardsGTA HIV Testing Billboards

I-95 & Walt Whitman Bridge (I-76), 
Philadelphia, PA 19148



Print Media CoveragePrint Media Coverage
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Print Media CoveragePrint Media Coverage



Editorial Page EndorsementsEditorial Page Endorsements



Editorial Page EndorsementsEditorial Page Endorsements



Radio CoverageRadio Coverage



Program ImpactProgram Impact
• 50+ FBIs participated 
• 15 FBIs conducted HIV testing
• Dozens more FBIs distributed 

educational materials
• Media impact

– PSAs
– Billboards 
– Newspapers
– KFF distribution

• Facebook, web, 
educational materials

• Proof of Concept for national 
model



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned
• We must change our approach to HIV 

prevention
• Researchers must engage the community
• Leadership
• Big problems require thinking big
• Power of partnerships
• Media engagement 
• Assessing impact is difficult
• Humility and health disparities



WhatWhat’’s next? Policy Recommendations s next? Policy Recommendations 
and Next Stepsand Next Steps

• Community: CBPR 
and ongoing 
mobilization  

• Research: document 
impact in medically 
underserved areas; 
analyze data on 
testing

• Programs: build on 
existing 
infrastructure: recruit 
new churches and 
mosques 
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How to contact me
• Phone: 617-824-0293

• Email: amy_nunn@brown.edu

• My website: 
http://research.brown.edu/research/profile.ph
p?id=1241549829
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